Celebrating emoji: artists get physical
with the classic smiley face

B}’ Mo L}r Usberg on December 14 2013 0232 pm W @molly o
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Emajitracker.com, which updates the number of emoyf
being used on Twitter in real-time, proyected on a

galiery wall

Back in the "30s, when a young emploves af the Japanese mobike
company NTT Docomo scraiched out a senes of 12-pixel-square
faces and created the template for what would become “the body

rguage of the nermet,” he could have never.in his - wikdest aream
imagned-sometning like the Emof At ang DesignoShow, an event in
which almost 30 artists gathered to pay nbute to the tny, exi-sized
ANETLATHONS

Since the Unicode slandardization of the adorable piciographs ang
their subsequent.inclusion on 128 keyboards, emoi have become a
crucial part of the way we communicaté The symbols, which NYT
technology reporter Jenna Wortham calls “ar ever-changing
commural form of cryptography.” were usizd 1.7 billion imes on
Twitter between July and Movember of 2013 alone. And their
popukasty — as sy communicators aloes, flitatious addilions o exts,

and fodder for weirc remixes an Tumolrs — i only growing.

Spanning mediums from video to composite posters. the works in the Emoii Art and Design Show reated our favorite smiling piles of poo
anc flysng rocke: ships with all the ambeguily they ceserve. Some arlisis interpreted them literally: Ramsey Masser, who recently finishing
buiiding a programming language in Arabic, created what he calks a "eniversal programmeng languags” baseo on the symboés, which he
says are far more inteltive for use by an internaticnal community. And Emai Dok, a transtaton of Moby Dick, enfisiad the crowdscurced
labar of Mechanical Turk o trangpose gach of the classic book's 10,000 sentencas. Others [ook a more sinister route. Inone S8i-up, a
coblaboration between Emilio Vavarelfa and Fito Segrera, Segrera contored his face into facsimiles of popular omoji, musce stimulators
aitached o hiz face.

Emilio Vavarella

Photography by Michae! Bhane

Hint: U=e the 5" and 'd' keys o navigate

Based on the wildly popular Tumbir, prints from 'Emojinal Art’ reimagine canonical paintings as, well, a bit more emaotive.

Liza Nelson's ‘IRL. LOL' creates shrines to individual emoji. Says the artist: “They deserve to be observed and worshipped individually.”
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Jeanette Hayes' ‘Lichtenstelnojl’ reimagines a Pop Art classic in what she calls today's version of Ben-Day dots.

The create ‘Emojl Dick,” Fred Benson outsourced the translation of each one of ‘Moby Dick’s 10,000 lines to three separate workers, whose labor he crowdsourced on Mechanical Turk.
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In "Transiconmorphosis,’ artists Emilio Vavarella and Fito Segrera sit back to back and chat; when an emaojl Is sent to one, muscle stimulators twist his face Into the shape of the smiley.

“To be honest,” says the artists, “the frown hurts a litile.”

‘Malro|l Place’ translates ‘Melrose Place’ for the "emotionally challenged.”

Maya Ben-Ezer’s "Shift Key' reimagines the typewriter keyboard as it may appear today.




